Kansas Legislature Update: March 13-17 

Our Emporia League of Women Voters Vote Tracking Committee tracks bills and votes on the following topics: abortion, civil rights, climate change, children, education, government, gun legislation, Health issues, LGBTQ issues, Medicaid expansion, school issues, taxes, vetoes, voting rights, and water issues.

Last week, the following bills in these categories were voted on and passed; local legislators’ votes are indicated.

Education

H Sub for SB 83, concerning appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, for the State Department of Education, providing education savings accounts for students; establishing the Sunflower Education Equity Scholarship Fund; and requiring each school district to provide a salary increase to each licensed teacher in the school district in school year 2023-2024. Rep. Droge and E. Smith voted Yea; Rep. Schreiber voted Nay.

HB 2400, establishing a grant program for adult learners to pursue certain fields of study and providing for workforce retention incentive tax credits. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 

Government

HB 2422, concerning the state fire marshal, eliminating the statutory qualifications of the chief inspector for boiler safety. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 

H Sub for SB 229, creating the Legislative Compensation Commission and prescribing powers and duties of the commission; authorizing the commission to set rates of compensation and salary for members of the Legislature. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 

HB 2388, requiring that licensing bodies provide verified electronic credentials, in addition to paper-based credentials, to all credential holders, including military service members and others receiving Kansas credentials based on their credentials from other jurisdictions; and requiring licensing bodies to use centralized electronic credential data management systems capable of providing instantaneous credential verification. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 

Health

SB 26, specifying certain requirements necessary to demonstrate fiscal soundness in  health maintenance organizations and Medicare provider organizations. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 

Taxes

SB 127, providing countywide retailers' sales tax authority for Dickinson county. Sen. Longbine voted Yea. 

HB 2421, providing countywide retailers' sales tax authority for Grant county. Rep. Droge, Schreiber, and E. Smith voted Yea. 
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